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The term “proposal” is used in two different ways by the United Church at this time: 

 as a technical term replacing the former terms “resolution”, “memorial” and “petition” as 
formal methods of communication within or between the courts of the church; 

 as a description of a style of decision-making that lays aside strict parliamentary procedure to 
allow wider debate and creative methods of discernment in the initial stages of decision-making. 

 

Formal Proposals Directed to the Conference 

1. A Proposal may be directed to Conference from a member or committee of Conference 
(formerly, a “resolution”) or from a Presbytery (formerly called a “petition”).  If so, the 
Conference may: 

 adopt the Proposal; 

 take action in response to the Proposal that is different from what has been requested 
in the Proposal; 

 refer the Proposal to an appropriate body; or 

 receive the Proposal but take no action. 

2. A Proposal may be directed to Conference from a congregational governing body (formerly, a 
“petition”). 

The Proposal first goes to the Presbytery. It cannot change the wording of the Proposal. It: 

 must determine whether it concurs or does not concur with the Proposal; 

 may determine by vote not to transmit the Proposal if it does not concur with it; 

 if transmitting, must note concurrence or non-concurrence; 

 if transmitting, may include comments from the Presbytery. 

A transmitted Proposal then goes to the Conference. It may: 

 adopt the Proposal; 

 take action in response to the Proposal that is different from what has been requested 
in the Proposal; 

 refer the Proposal to an appropriate body; or 

 receive the Proposal but take no action. 

Formal Proposals Directed to the General Council 

1. A Proposal may be directed to the General Council from a congregational governing body or 
from a Presbytery (formerly called a “petition”).  

If from a congregational governing body, the Proposal first goes to the Presbytery. It cannot 
change the wording of the Proposal. It: 

 must transmit the Proposal to the Conference; 

 may include comments from the Presbytery. 
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A Proposal directed to the General Council from a Presbytery or a congregational governing 
body goes to the Conference. The Conference cannot change the wording of the Proposal. It: 

 must determine whether it concurs or does not concur with the Proposal; 

 may determine by vote not to transmit the Proposal if it does not concur with it; 

 if transmitting, must note concurrence or non-concurrence; 

 if transmitting, may include comments from the Conference. 

2. A Proposal may also be directed to the General Council from the Conference General Meeting 
itself. If so, it is treated like any other motion. If the motion passes, the Proposal is transmitted 
to the General Council as a Proposal. 

 

 “Proposal” as a Style of Decision-Making 

i Items of substantive business are placed before the court in the form of a “proposal.” This 
may be a detailed motion or a simple request for an action or decision. 

ii The President directs the conversation about the concern in a manner appropriate to its 
nature, giving due regard to fairness and openness, usually by directing conversation to the 
“larger” questions first before debating less substantive ones. 

iii Before finishing this open process a motion and/or process may be shaped that will either 
reflect the consensus of the court or clearly defines a course of action for decision. 

iv If a decision is to be taken, a motion is then made and put to the court. The normal rules of 
debate and procedure (The Manual, Appendix) are then applied. 


