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Proposal Name An Enhanced Role for the National Church: Ensuring Safety and Justice for 
United Church LGBTQ and Two-Spirit People 

Source Comox United Church 

Recipient BC Conference 

Type of Proposal For Conversation (I want the court to have a conversation) 

Proposal That the United Church of Canada have an effective policy in place stating 

that it is unacceptable for paid accountable clergy to preach anti-LGBTQ and 

Two-Spirit sentiments in the congregations they are serving, and that the 

policy include consequences such as disciplinary action. 

Funding Implications None 

Actions of Intervening Courts: 

Presbytery 
(if applicable) 

X Concurrence  (Agree with Proposal) 

Background The United Church Creed states clearly that a foundation of our church is to 
seek justice and resist evil. Anti-LGBTQ and Two-Spirit messages from paid 
accountable clergy and lay preachers can incite harm, hurt and hatred. 

In 2017 Comox United Church hosted an LGBTQ discussion event. In one 
workshop, participants were made aware of at least one congregation of 
The United Church of Canada at which a minister had preached an openly 
anti-LGBTQ and Two-Spirit sermon without consequence.  Subsequently, the 
General Council offices were contacted to determine The United Church of 
Canada’s policy regarding such activity. The information received from 
General Council was that there is no actual policy in the United Church 
stating that preaching anti-LGBTQ and Two-Spirit messages is not permitted. 
The advice given was that if an individual deems a topic preached by their 
clergy to be inappropriate or offensive they can approach their Presbytery 
about taking action. The Presbytery is, however, not required to act other 
than to speak to the minister if it deems it is appropriate to do so.  

On learning this, the congregation of Comox United Church was both 
shocked and deeply hurt to discover that The United Church of Canada has 
nothing in place with respect to policy to prevent this kind of hatred from 
being preached from the pulpit. LGBTQ and Two-Spirit people in our 
congregation named that they felt unsafe, deceived and betrayed. The 
integrity of The United Church of Canada is brought into question if this kind 
of language and attitude is permitted without consequence. 

 


