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PROPOSAL NAME Assessments for Ecumenical Shared Ministries 
 
Source    Kamloops-Okanagan Presbytery 
 
1.  What is the issue? 

We believe the Holy Spirit is calling us to be supportive of ecumenical shared ministries in these times of 
transition in the United Church of Canada by raising awareness about the need for a transparent and equitable 
process for the assessments that will be required from these communities of faith. 

 
2.  Why is this issue important? 

 In the United Church of Canada, there are over sixty (60) pastoral charges that are ecumenical shared 
ministries, which means that they are affiliated with at least one denomination other than the United Church 
of Canada. 

 Throughout the entire process of the current restructuring of the United Church of Canada, there has been 
very little information or discussion about how the changes could impact ecumenical shared ministries. 

 Ecumenical shared ministries provide funds either through assessments or contributions to all the 
judicatories to which they have a relationship. 

 In at least one Presbytery, there was work done so that the process for determining a reasonable and 
equitable assessment for ecumenical shared ministries has been included in the written policies of another 
denomination. 

 Consideration is currently given to ecumenical shared ministries in the collection of data through the annual 
Statistical Forms, which may then be used in calculating assessments, but there is no note of this in the actual 
Statistical Forms and Instruction Booklet. 

 As a justice issue, an ecumenical shared ministry should not be required to pay a total assessment to all its 
judicatories that is higher than what its assessment would be if it was only a United Church of Canada 
community of faith. 

 
3.  How might General Council respond to the issue? 

General Council could direct those responsible for establishing the procedures for assessing communities of 
faith to 

 become familiar with how pastoral charges that are ecumenical shared ministries are presently assessed 
by all their judicatories, 

 give consideration to ecumenical shared ministries when doing so, and  

 ensure that those considerations are clearly stated on necessary documents, forms, and instruction 
booklets. 

 
Funding Implications   

 staffing time to contact Presbyteries and/or individual ecumenical shared ministries to determine what is 
already in place for determining assessments for ecumenical shared ministries 

 


